
Racial Justice Sunday 13 September 2020 

Genesis 50: 15-21; Romans 14: 1-12; Matthew 18: 21-35 

 

I don’t know about you but I’m not much of a tennis fan any more so I 
had never heard of Naomi Osaka before a news report that gripped me 
yesterday.  

The tennis champion has added her voice to a chorus of Black voices — 
athletes among them — that have been crying out against police 
brutality, systemic racism, social injustice and inequality; whilst she is 
playing in the U.S. Open in the form of the names of Black victims of 
violence on face masks that she wears to the court — Breonna Taylor, 
Elijah McClain, Ahmaud Arbery — with her actions coming in the wake 
of the shooting of Jacob Blake in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 

At 22, Osaka is the highest-paid female athlete in the world and 
sponsored by top-tier corporations. She has a platform that allows for 
her voice to reach further than most of us. 

“I’m aware that tennis is watched all over the world, and maybe there is 
someone that doesn’t know Breonna Taylor’s story,” she told reporters. 
“Maybe they’ll, like, Google it or something. For me, (it’s about) just 
spreading awareness.” 

And that’s what is extraordinary about her current campaign. Thanks to 
her popularity in Japan, Osaka has pulled that nation deeper into the 
Black Lives Matter discussion by reaching Japanese people who may 
not have been aware of the issue or of the emergent BLM-inspired 
groups in Japan. 

Osaka born in Japan of a Haitian father and Japanese mother was 
determined to reach the US Open finals because she had seven masks 
each with a different name on and she had to wear them all. She met 
Victoria Azarenka in the final last night.   

Today is Racial Justice Sunday and this year it’s more important than 
ever to examine and reflect and act on why BAME people are treated 
the way they are the world over, including here in Wales.  The COVID-
19 pandemic has shone a spotlight on the entrenched inequalities in 
education, work, housing, health, community cohesion for our BAME 
brothers and sisters.  



Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “Why do you pass judgement on 
your brother or sister?”  Ask yourself why have BAME people been fined 
1.6-1.7 times more often than their white peers in England and Wales for 
COVID-19 violations. 

Paul also writes, “Why do you despise your brother or sister?”  Our 
Equality and Human Rights Commission report on Racial Harassment at 
universities last year found that 24% of ethnic minority students had 
experienced harassment at university, with over half of them (56%) 
experiencing racist name-calling, insults and jokes.  Over half of staff 
who responded to us described incidents of being ignored or excluded 
because of their race. More than a quarter said they experienced racist 
name-calling, insults and jokes in plain sight of colleagues. 

Why has it taken a pandemic to shine a spotlight on such stark 
inequalities, discrimination and unfairness?  Well it has, and let’s be 
thankful that at last something is being done about it, and let’s do what 
we can to help end racial injustice in Wales.  

Amen.  
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